
Real Men Sing Clinic and Show, November 6, 2010 
FACT SHEET 

 
• What?  An all day clinic.  Learn four songs in the barbershop style.  Perform for family 

and friends at a free concert in the evening. 
• Why?  Introduce young male singers to an authentic American musical art form in four-

part a cappella harmony, reinforce good vocal skills, sing with other young singers in a 
healthy social setting.  HAVE FUN!!! 

• Who for?  
o Young male singers from San Diego County. All high school, community college 

and university students and recent graduates invited. 
• Who by?  

o Clinicians: 
 Dean: Rob Campbell, Barbershop arranger and Music judge 
 Head Clinician: Chris Peterson, Assoc. Prof. Music, CSU Fullerton, and 

barbershop arranger and director 
 Brian Philbin, bass of Metropolis, an award-winning and hilarious quartet 
 The Edge, Far Western District quartet champions. 

o Sponsors:  Karen Childress-Evans, Director, Visual And Performing Arts 
Department, San Diego Unified School District 

o The San Diego County Chapters of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 
o The Grantville-Allied Gardens Kiwanis Club 

• When?  Saturday, November 6, 2010, starting at 8:00am. Ending with a fabulous 
performance for family and friends at 7:00pm. 

• Where?  Lewis Middle School, 5170 Greenbrier Avenue, San Diego. 
• How much?   

o $25 registration ($20 by October 15).  Includes sheet music, lunch, snacks, sodas, 
water, pizza dinner and a commemorative T-shirt.  Don’t delay—room for only 
200 singers. Bring your T-shirt from last year for a $10 rebate (and exchange if 
needed). Sell coupons to the show (to be provided) and pay for your registration. 

o $10 adult / $5 student audience members for evening show. 
• What other details?  

o Must be able to reproduce pitch. 
o Sight reading not mandatory.  
o Must be sponsored by music educator. 
o Each school must designate a chaperone to accompany its students. 
o Hospitality room with refreshments for adults. 
o Music educators welcome (with or without students). 

• How to apply?  
o Fill out / sign / send in attached Application Form by October 15. 
o Fill out / sign / send in attached Parental Permission Form, if under 18. 
o Enclose check or money order or call in credit card information (see Application 

form). 
• Why not?  No reason not to.  We’ll have a ball!  Sing, lock and ring those chords!  Meet 

guys from all over San Diego! Amaze and entertain your friends, parents, everybody, at 
the evening performance!  FUN!!! 

• Questions?  Contact Paul Girard, coordinator: pch-ymih@cox.net  (619) 465-3762 



 

Introduction to Barbershop Harmony 
 

History 
The Barbershop style of four-part a cappella singing is a uniquely American musical art form.  It had its 
beginnings during the late 1800’s, and remained popular through Vaudeville until the mid-1920’s.  It originated 
prior to the advent of radio and television, a time in which people found ways of entertaining themselves by 
singing.  The popular songs of that era were also written to be sung by the common person, rather than by the 
experienced musician.  Barbershop melody lines are simple, and lyrics are “down to earth” and easy to 
understand and appreciate. 
 
Voicing 
Barbershop music is sung by four voice parts.  The Lead (equivalent to the 2nd Tenor) sings the melody line.  
The Tenor (equivalent to the 1st Tenor) sings a light harmony part that is consistently higher than the melody 
(often a parallel third above).  The Bass sings a harmony part that is consistently lower than the melody and 
provides the foundation for most chords by singing either the root or the fifth of the chord.  The Baritone sings a 
harmony part comprised of whatever note remains to fill-out the chord.  When sung out of context, the baritone 
part sounds very unusual, but it gives the Barbershop style its unique sound. 
 
To maximize the effect of the natural overtone series, the roots and fifths of all chords are sung a little louder than 
the thirds and sevenths.  In all cases, the melody is tuned to the tonal center, and the harmony parts are tuned to 
the melody part.  Use of similar word sounds in good quality and balanced volume relationships by each of the 
voice parts reinforces the natural harmonic series (overtones) to produce the unique “ringing” sound characteristic 
of Barbershop harmony. 
 
Structure and Notation 
The Barbershop style primarily uses major chords, minor chords, dominant seventh chords, minor seventh 
chords, half-diminished seventh chords and fully-diminished seventh chords.  A good Barbershop arrangement 
should use the "Barbershop seventh" (a dominant-quality seventh chord that occurs on any degree of the scale) 
for at least one-third of its chords.  The chord progressions used in the Barbershop style rely on the classical 
"circle-of-fifths", with a few interesting embellishments thrown in along the way.  Songs which suggest that type of 
harmonic variation easily lend themselves to the Barbershop style. 
 
The written form of Barbershop style uses much of the same notation as other forms of music.  A grand staff 
comprised of two staves is used to notate the music.  The Tenor and Lead parts are notated on the treble staff.  
The notes are written one octave higher than they actually sound.  The Baritone and Bass parts are notated on 
the bass staff. 
 
Benefits of Barbershop Singing 
Barbershop music is easy to learn and fun to sing.  Singing in a Barbershop quartet can help singers develop and 
refine their tuning and performance skills, self-confidence and a sense of teamwork.  Barbershop singing can be 
used to achieve a “quick success”.   It can also be used to teach good vocal production techniques.  In addition to 
singing in a quartet, a chorus of many singers on the same voice part can be used to produce a very satisfying 
Barbershop sound, while providing a highly supportive environment for weaker singers. Girls like boys who sing. 
Singing a cappella barbershop harmony can attract more boys to choir programs. 
 
For More Information 
Read and see what Barbershop Harmony is all about at http://www.barbershop.org/about.html  
 
Headquarters office for the Barbershop Harmony Society (SPEBSQSA) in Nashville, TN: (800) 876-SING 

http://www.barbershop.org  
 

Headquarters office for Sweet Adelines International in Tulsa, OK:   (800) 992-SING 
 http://www.sweetadelinesintl.org  
 

La Jolla Chapter 
Barbershop Harmony Society 
 Youth In Harmony Coordinator: 

Paul Girard 
Home:  (619) 465-3762 
E-mail:  pch-ymih@cox.net 

 


